
 

From the Editor’s Desk 

Greetings all and a very warm welcome to the July 
2022 edition of The Responder. 
 
Gosh, Winter has arrived with a vengeance. Right 
now, the rain is pelting down and in-between the 
noise from the rain, some serious wind has now 
also made its presence known. I guess we really 
shouldn’t complain, given that not so long ago our 
dams were on their last few drops of water. Day 
Zero became the most spoken words and 
everyone was in panic mode. Fortunately, we are 
in a far better situation now. That said, our hearts 
go out to the many communities who will have a 
really tough time dealing with this high rainfall and 
of course, the gale-force wind. It cannot be easy. 
In fact, I cannot even begin to fathom just how 
tough it must be on them.  
 
So, we have some really awesome new products 
to tell you about in this edition of The Responder. 
We have three new additions to our CritiPack® 
range, which we believe are going to be of huge 
value to our Emergency and Critical Care 
Providers. These include the CritiPack® Chest 
Decompression Kit, which includes our new 8.1cm 
14G chest decompression needle, as well as the 
CritiPack® Surgical Cricothyroidotomy Kit and the 
CritiPack® Bougie-Aided Surgical 
Cricothyroidotomy Kit. You can read all about it in 
our New Product Showcase column.  
 
Another bit of interesting news I am excited to 
share with you is that, for some time now, we have 
wanted to move the manufacturing of our Rotation 
Compression Tourniquets to our Durban factory. 
There are several reasons for this. Firstly, and 
most importantly, it will now be South African 
made. Secondly, we will have complete control 
over all quality aspects of materials and 
manufacturing. We have already received updated 
ISO 9001 and ISO 13485 certification for the 
manufacturing of our tourniquets. Finally, we will 
be the first and only company in Africa 
manufacturing tactical tourniquets. We are 
finalising a few tweaks and we hope to begin 

production on them in August 2022. It is our aim to 
provide all healthcare services in South Africa with 
equal access to cost-effective and well-made 
tactical tourniquets. Keep an eye out on our social 
media pages, where we will provide you with 
additional details very soon.    
 
Some more exciting news to share with you, is that 
we will be going live with our new CritiCare website 
at the beginning of July 2022. The new website will 
focus on the range of products we manufacture 
under our CritiCare® brand. It will be a completely 
new look and we really hope that you will enjoy 
visiting it. The CritiCare website will not be 
replacing our current Be Safe Paramedical website 
that you are all so familiar with, but rather, will be a 
site that focusses on providing you with a lot more 
detail and a lot more product visibility. You can visit 
our new CritiCare website at www.criti-care.co.za  
 
Well, it is good to see that there have been some 
changes to Covid regulations. It means that we are 
finally making in-roads to getting back to an almost 
normal existence. Having said that, I think I have 
become so used to popping my mask on whenever 
I go into a public space, that dare I say it has really 
become somewhat of a habit. I am not entirely sure 
that it is such a bad habit to have and I think it will 
take me some time to get my head around not 
wearing one. When I think about it, it really boils 
down to respecting another person’s space.  
 
As always, if you are keen to save some of your 
hard-earned cash, you definitely want to take a 
look at the specials we have lined up for you in this 
Responder. We add to these specials every 
month, so there is always something new for you 
to add to your arsenal of equipment.   
 
So, with that said, I wish you happy reading! 
 
Gavin Sutton 

Editor: The Responder
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New Product Showcase 

The all new Surgical Cricothyroidotomy Kits from CritiPack® 
 

Something that we have been really keen to introduce for a while now, is a purpose-designed 
Surgical Cricothyroidotomy Kit. Many of you will know our CritiPack® Emergency Surgical Airway 
Kit. It has been an extremely popular kit with Emergency Services, because it was developed and 
based on the most common technique being taught at EMS Colleges across South Africa. We won’t 
be changing something that has always worked well, however, we do feel that introducing some new 
kits is definitely something we want to do. 
 

For some time now, we have been working with a manufacturer to help us develop a 
Tracheal Hook that is more suitable for use in a number of pre-hospital healthcare 
disciplines. This includes EMS and of 
course, the tactical healthcare speciality. 
We know from experience that in many 
instances, patients requiring a surgical 
cricothyroidotomy in the field, often have a 
number of associated injuries. Injuries of 
course cause bleeding and trying to apply 
controlled and gentle tracheal traction with 
a tracheal hook can sometimes be a 
challenge when you are performing it with 

gloves that have come into contact with blood. So, the 
design we have settled on, provides a lot more control 
by means of a finger loop. This means less potential 
for slippage while performing very delicate tracheal 
traction. 
 
Secondly, we have opted to provide two kit options. One will include the CritiCare® TrachyHook and 
the other will include a bougie, for performing bougie-assisted surgical cricothyroidotomy. This is 

really a matter of preference on the part of the healthcare 
professional performing the procedure. It’s always a good 
policy to provide choice and a critical care provider can 
now choose the approach they are most comfortable 
using. 
 
In addition, rather than including a standard 6.0mm cuffed 
endotracheal tube, we have opted for a 6.0mm cuffed 
tracheostomy tube. The tube will have an integrated neck 
flange with trachy tape, making the setting of tube depth 
and finally securing the tube, far easier and far quicker. 
These are key elements when one is performing the 
procedure in a high-risk to life environment.  
 

Finally, each kit includes a sterile protection sheet, disposable scalpel, pair of black Vitrile gloves, 
alcohol swabs and a pack of sterile gauze swabs. As with all other kits in our CritiPack® range, each 
kit will be supplied sterile and will include a basic skill guide. We are really pleased that the first 400 
kits will be on their way to the Ukraine shortly, where like many of our other products, will continue 
to save lives. 
 
If you feel that one, or both of these new CritiPacks® will be a good fit for your service or needs, 
please drop us an email on info@be-safe.co.za and we’ll happily provide you with more information 
and of course, very competitive pricing.   
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The new CritiPack® Chest Decompression Kit 
 

A new Chest Decompression Kit with the inclusion of a purpose-designed chest decompression 
needle is also on the cards.  It has taken us a bit of time to find the right needle we wanted to add to 
the kit. We understand that many EMS training colleges still teach the use of a 14G IV needle and 
for this reason, rather than discontinue our current Needle Thoracostomy Kit, we thought it would be 
better to give folks the choice of opting for something different. 
 
So, what’s the big deal about needle length when performing chest decompression? Well, a 2016 
meta-analysis of 13 studies evaluated this very topic using radiographic evidence 
of needle decompression as the benchmark of success. The studies found that a 
standard 5-cm 14G IV needle would only deliver a 65% success rate. If a 6.5cm 
catheter were used, your success rate would shoot up to 95%. To achieve a 100% 
success rate, you would need to use an 8-cm catheter. Consequently, 
International Trauma Life Support guidelines now recommend using a 6-9cm 
catheter when performing needle decompression. 
 
For this reason and based on the recommendations generated through numerous 
other studies, we have decided to launch a new Chest Decompression CritiPack® 
which will include a 14G 8.1cm purpose-designed Decompression Needle. We 
understand that performing decompression of a tension pneumothorax in the field 
is life-saving and we need to provide you with the best available options to achieve 
that 100% success mark.  
 
We do understand that purpose-designed chest 
decompression needles have always been more 
expensive than standard 14G IV Needles, however we 
also understand that the majority of our clients care for 
patients in South Africa. For this reason and those 
mentioned above, we think providing you with an additional option is the best way to introduce a kit 
that will be effectively, more expensive than our current Needle Thoracostomy Kit.  
 
We will also be making the decompression needle available for purchase separately and our aim will 
be to make it the most cost-effective purpose-made chest decompression needle in Africa.     
 
We expect our first batch of decompression needles to arrive in the next couple of weeks, at which 
time we will launch both the individual needles and the new CritiPack® Chest Decompression Kit via 
our social media pages. You are also welcome to drop us a mail on info@be-safe.co.za if you would 
like further info and pricing. We believe these are going to be excellent additions to our CritiPack® 
range. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@be-safe.co.za


Responder Specials 

CritiCare® TraumaPAC™ EMS Jump Bag 
Product Code: REF:BAG.TP.CC.R 

 

 
 

R1 385.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 

 

CritiCare® AmbuPAC™ EMS Jump Bag 
Product Code: REF:BAG.AMBU.RED 

 

 
 

R1 800.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 
   

CritiCare® RapidPAC EMS Jump Bag 
Product Codes: REF:BAG.RAPIDPAC.CC 

 

 
 

R870.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 

 

CritiCare® MediPAC EMS Jump Bag 
Product Code:  REF:BAG.MEDIPAC.CC 

 

 
 

R1 680.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 
   

CritiCare® AmpPAC™ Pro Micro Drug Bag 
Product Codes: REF:BAG.AMP.PRO.M.D 

 
 

R295.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 

 

CritiCare® ResponderPAC™ EMS Jump Bag 
Product Code:  REF:BAG.RP.CC 

 

 
 

R1 430.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 
 

  

https://be-safe.co.za/product/criticare-traumapac-intermediate-life-support-bag/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/criticare-ambupac-advanced-life-support-bag/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/criticare-rapidpac-ems-jump-bag/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/criticare-medipac-bag/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/criticare-amppac-pro-micro-drug-bag/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/criticare-responderpac-1st-responder-bag/


CritiCare® DrugPAC Drug Bag 
Product Code: REF:BAG.DRUGPAC.CC 
 

 
 

R1000.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 

 

C2 Finger-type Pulse Oximeter with batteries 
Product Code: PO.F.C2 
 

 
 

R180.00 Inclusive of Vat each 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 
   

CritiStraps Adult Arm/Paed Legs Set  
Product Code: REF:CRITI.S.A/P.C 
 

 

 
 

All for only: R170.00 Inclusive of Vat per Set 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 

 

CritiStraps Adult Legs Set  
Product Code: REF:CRITI.S.L.C 
 

 

 
 

All for only: R170.00 Inclusive of Vat per Set 
Offer valid until 31 July 2022 or while stocks last 

 
   

 

https://be-safe.co.za/product/criticare-drugpac/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/fingertip-pulse-oximeter-c2-model/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/critistrap-reusable-splint-strapping/
https://be-safe.co.za/product/critistrap-reusable-splint-strapping/

